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part stem u & light tobacco shall be duly observed by Gent™. 
Y. M. O. H. S 4 . 

per the Endeavour Cap 4 . Younger for London & the Bedford 
Cap 4 . Brown for Glasgow. 

Louisa County in Virginia, January 20 th , 1759. 
M r . Jacob Hewitt : 

Sir. In October last I wrote to M r . Thomas Flowerdewe 
for a few goods in your way, which I desired might be bought 
from you. As I am empowered by the vestry of the 
parish in which I live to send for some ornaments for the 
church I now apply to you for a new pulpit cloth & cushion, 
which must be made of good purple velvet, with a neat silk 
fringe round the cloth, & silk tossils to the cushion : The shape 
of the pulpit is 6 squares: each of which is two foot: 3 of 
which the pulpit cloth must cover & must be 4 foot deep: I 
earnestly entreat you to get it made in the best manner, & as 
soon as it is done carry it to M r . Flowerdewe, who will pay 
you for it. If the other goods which I order' d M r . Flowerdewe 
to apply to you for, are not gone at the time you receive this, 
you may add thereto 6 yds. pink English persian. Be pleased 
for the future to have all the clokes made with double capes, 
as they are more saleable than those with single ones : This 
part of the world at present affords no news worth writing to 
you, only that the French have lately abandon' d their fort Du 
Ouesne, having demolished it, when the forces under General 
Forbes were within two days march of it to attack them in it ; 
from that fort this Colony has suffer'd greatly, by the incur- 
sions made by them & their Indians ; however we are now 
hopefull of living more peaceably for the future, as they have 
no fort within 300 miles of us: I shall at all times be glad to 
hear of your welfare & am with great Esteem for yourself & 
Family, Sir Y. M. O. S Tt . F. J. 

THE COLLEGE AFTER THE FIRE OF 1859. 
(Extract from the Faculty minutes for November 22, 1859."! 
The following paper, read by Professor Morrison before 
the Faculty of the college, was, with his permission, directed 
to be placed on record : 
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"On the thirteenth of October, 1859, (eighteen hundred 
and fifty-nine), the lectures were resumed in the renewed Col- 
lege edifice. The fire that occurred on the eighth of February 
previous did not seriously injure the walls, and consequently 
they were not taken down. These walls, denuded by the late 
fire, exhibited evidences not to be mistaken of having before 
withstood a general conflagration. 1 The only destructive fire 
except the late one, known to the history of the College, oc- 
curred in the year seventeen hundred & five. The impression, 
therefore, that the site of the College building was changed 
after the fire in 1705 must be erroneous. This conclusion is 
rendered certain by the following extras from a volume en- 
titled "The Present State of Virginia," by Hugh Jones, A. M., 
Chaplain of the Honorable Assembly and lately minister of 
Jamestown & C, in Virginia." The building is beautiful and 
commodious, being first modelled by Sir Christopher Wren, 
adapted to the nature of the country by the Gentlemen there ; 
and since it was burnt down it has been rebuilt^, nicely con- 
trived, altered & adorned by the ingenius direction of Governor 
Spottswood." The author of this volume was Professor of 
Mathematics in the College before the date of the transfer. 
This statement in regard to alteration was confirmed by traces 
of many changes of doors & windows brought to light by the 
late fire. 

The exterior of the present differs materially from that of 
the late Building. The Points of difference may be seen by 
comparing it with the representation of the old Building, which 
may be seen in the background of the large Portrait of the Rev. 
James Blair, still in possession of the College. 

The Interior has been much changed. The ground plans 
of the Chapel, of the Lecture room on the right as you enter 
the present hall from the city front, and of the Lecture Room 
in the North-east corner of the Building upon the first floor, 
have not been altered. 

The Library now fills the space formerly occupied by a 



1 Vide note at end of this record, relative to the traces of fire. 
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lecture-room & the southern end of the piazza. This Piazza 
extended the whole length of the Building. It has been con- 
verted in part into offices for the Professors & a room for 
the Faculty next adjoining the Library. A portion of the 
Lecture-room on the left as you enter the Hall was formerly 
occupied by the main staircase. The old Society Halls were 
not so large as the present. Their ceilings were vaulted. The 
"Blue-Room" was on the second floor, and was a part of the 
present Lecture-room on the north of the Central Hall. The 
wainscot extended from floor to ceiling and was of a blue color. 
The Faculty met in this room from seventeen hundred and 
twenty-three (the year of the completion of the College after 
the fire of 1705), until eighteen hundred & fifty-nine, and here 
were hung the Paintings belonging to the College. These were 
saved from the fire, and are as follows : A Large Portrait of 
the Rev. James Blair, a smaller Portrait of the same & one 
of his wife corresponding in size : a large Portrait of the Hon. 
Robert Boyle, the gift of the Earl of Burlington ; a large Por- 
trait of Professor Dew and one of Bishop Johns. From this 
room the College seal and charter were saved. 

The north wing of the original structure, before the old 
chapel was built (which was first used for service on the 28th 
June, 1732,) contained the grand Hall of the College. The 
colonial clergy held their conventions in it. Later the Gram- 
mar-School was held there. When the last fire occurred, the 
first floor of this wing was appropriated to the Chemical Lab- 
oratory and to the Department of Natural Philosophy. Among 
the Instruments were some constructed by Nairme more than 
a hundred years ago. The second floor contained the rare old 
Library, in great part the gift of Kings, Archbishops, Bishops, 
Nobles, Colonial Governors & Gentlemen. With the exception 
of a few volumes in the hands of Professors & Students at the 
time of the recent fire this curious collection was consumed. 
The illuminated copy of the Transfer and an autograph letter 
of Gen 1 . Washington, accepting the chancellorship of the Col- 
lege, were also burnt. 

While the ground plan has not been altered, some changes 
have been made in the Chapel worthy of note. 
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The ceiling was formerly vaulted. The window-sills were 
much higher from the floor, and there was a gallery opposite 
the present rostrum. 

The only one of the chapel vaults injured by the fire was 
that which contains the body of Peyton Randolph, the Presi- 
dent of the first American congress, and this was only suffi- 
ciently broken to show the coffin of this distinguished Patriot 
in an excellent state of preservation. It may not be out of 
place here to designate the vaults of the chapel & the resting 
places of the dead who slumber within them. Under the 
rostrum 1 there are three vaults. That in the north-east corner 
of the Chapel contains the bodies of Sir John Randolph, and 
as we have every reason to believe, of Lord Botetourt. That 
in the south-east corner, the remains of Peyton Randolph & 
his wife, and that between these two, the body of John, son of 
Sir John Randolph, & Father of Edmund Randolph, a mem- 
ber of Gen 1 . Washington's cabinet. He was Attorney-General 
of the crown for the colony of Virginia. He died in London. 

Near the north-west corner of the chapel is the vault in 
which repose the ashes of James Madison, the first Bishop of 
Virginia, and his wife, and on the same side, a few feet farther 
east, is the grave of Chancellor Nelson. 2 

Near the vault of Sir John Randolph on the north side was 
a magnificent mural monument erected to his memory. The 
inscription upon it was in Latin, and the only copy of it known 
to be in existence was preserved by Hugh Blair Grigsby, 
LL. D., a noble benefactor of the College, a distinguished 
scholar and a liberal patron of Letters and of art. Near the 
vault of Bishop Madison there was a mural tablet erected to 
his memory by the College. A heap of calcined marble is all 
that remains of these monuments. 

1 The rostrum is now at the west end — the opposite end. — Editor. 

- There is still another vault in the west end of the Chapel, which 
appears to have been overlooked by Mr. Morrison. It contains a copper 
coffin with a large skeleton, and was doubtless the vault of Lord 
Botetourt, who is known to have been buried in a coffin of that character. 
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Note. — A few years before the fire of 1859 the College 
Building was replas'tered ; under the old plastering there were 
extensive traces of a general conflagration. The walls were 
more injured by the fire of 1705 than by that of 1859." 

In confirmation of the theory that the present walls are those of 
the College Building constructed before the fire of 1705, it is proper to 
state that when the old plastering was taken down in 1855, the traces 
on the walls of an extensive fire were not to be mistaken. Of this I was 
an eye-witness. In addition to this, fragments of charred beainis were 
found in the walls by workmen engaged in repairs. — Benjamin S. 
Ewem.." 



REV. DAVID LINDSY. 

In 1889 Margaret Isabella Lindsay (now Mrs. Atkinson) 
published a book entitled "The Lindsays of America," Albany, 
New York : Joel Munsell Sons. On page 34 of this book occurs 
the following paragraph : 

"In 1849 m y father commissioned a relative to visit the old 
homestead and burying-place on it, and he took from the stone 
the following inscription, although it even then was difficult to 
decipher; it was surmounted by the engraved coat-of-arms of 
the family: 

Here lyeth interred ye body of That Holy and Reverant Devine Mr. 
David Lindsay, late Minister of Yeocomico, born in ye Kingdom of 
Scotland, ye first and lawful sonne of ye Rt Honorable Sir Hierome 
Lindsay. Knt f ye Mount, Lord-Lyon-King-at-Arms. who departed this 
lite in ye 64th year of his age ye 3a April anno Dom 1667. 

In October, 1902, the distinguished Virginia genealogist 
and antiquarian, Dr. G. W. Beale, published the following in 
this Magazine: 

" Near the Yeocomioo, in Cherry Point, Northumberland County, on 
the plantation known as Texas, which was so called by the late Colonel 
Ferdinand Blackwell, after his return from an unsatisfactory residence 
in the 'Lone Star' State, is a neglected grove, standing in the midst 
of one of the large fields and overshadowing a number of tombs com- 



